LETTER TEMPLATE FOR AN MP WHO WANTS TO SUPPORT FESTIVALS AND EVENTS IN THEIR CONSTITUENCY

The Honourable François-Philippe Champagne
Minister of Finance 
The Honourable Steven Guilbeault
Minister of Canadian Identity and Culture

Honourable Ministers,
As Member of Parliament for [name of riding], I have recently been made aware of a worrisome situation for festivals and events.
[bookmark: _Hlk201046633]The main programs that benefit important performing arts presenters, namely the Canada Arts Presentation Fund (CAPF) and Building Communities Through Arts and Heritage (BCAH), could lose $22.5M of the $72.4M they have had for the past two years, or nearly one third of their total envelope, as of April 1, 2026. This would effectively reduce funding for these programs to 2007 levels, representing a decrease of nearly 50% in constant dollars.
I hereby endorse the requests of the associations and coalitions working on behalf of performing arts presenters, such as the Canadian Association for the Performing Arts (CAPACOA), and I invite you to renew, in the next budget, the amounts that have been added to the base budgets of these programs since 2019 for a period of four years. I also invite you to consider an adjustment to account for the larger number of clients, inflation and the sharp increase in operating costs over the past few years, as well as the integration into the base budgets of these supplemental funds provided over the past six years, announced for one or two years at a time, in order to offer greater predictability for the sector and to put an end to a near-perpetual state of representation in the sector.
Like you, I am certain, I believe in the importance of culture and of these events, which are extremely significant for our communities from a cultural, social, economic and tourism standpoint.
Thank you for your attention, Honourable Ministers. Best regards,

SIGNATURE
cc: 	Frédéric Julien, Director of Research and Development, CAPACOA (capf.bcah@capacoa.ca) 
	

