[bookmark: _GoBack]Subject: Arts Day and the priorities of the arts sector
Dear Mr./Ms. [Your MP’s name],
On October 2nd, one hundred artists, cultural workers, volunteers and philanthropists travelled to Ottawa to meet with Members of Parliament and Senators and to discuss policy priorities defined by members of the Canadian Arts Coalition. 
I would like to add my voice in support of the Canadian Arts Coalition’s message.
I first want to express my gratitude for the continued support of the federal government to the arts sector. More specifically…
[If applicable, thank the MP for a recent federal grant or contribution and provide information about the difference it made. Refer to ‘Part 2’ of the Arts Day Meeting Script for specific language you can use. If your MP is from the Liberal party, you may also include a special thank you for the doubling of the Canada Council and/or the Creative Export Strategy, two long-time requests of the Arts Sector. Otherwise, you may stress investments into cultural infrastructure – an area in which both the Liberals and the Conservatives have shown generous support. Details about these various investments are available in ‘Part 3’ of the Meeting Script.]
With investments made in the last ten years, creation, production and export are now well supported by the federal government. But there remain a few weak links that hinder the whole creative value chain. Support for dissemination in the domestic market is one of them. Domestic dissemination enables economies of scale by amortizing production expenses and maximizing revenues through paid admissions and royalties. A strong domestic market is also a launch pad and a precondition for success on export markets.
The Canada Arts Presentation Fund is the main federal program that supports dissemination in the domestic market. It provides financial assistance to organizations that professionally present arts festivals or performing arts series. [mention program clients in the riding, if applicable]. 
I therefore ask for your help to: 
Increase the Canada Arts Presentation Fund for performing arts presenters and festivals by $30 million per year, phased in over three years.
In addition to creating synergies with other areas of support for the arts, this investment will give Canadians [/constituents of our riding] access to a greater variety of professional artistic experiences. It will also promote a sense of belonging and identity, as well as cross-cultural literacy and understanding in communities large and small across the country.
You will find enclosed documents that provide further information on this and other policy recommendations by the Canadian Arts Coalition. [Attach the Arts Day Messages and the Arts Facts]
I would truly appreciate if you expressed your support for this increase within your caucus, to the Minister of Canadian Heritage, and to the Minister of Finance.
[If you wish, you may conclude your letter with an invitation to an event or a request for a meeting in the constituency office. See the other template letters.]
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Your title]
[Your contact information]
Encl.
c.c.	Kate Cornell, Co-Chair, Canadian Arts Coalition
Frédéric Julien, Co-Chair, Canadian Arts Coalition
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