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Executive Summary 

The two-year investments for the live performance sector announced in the 2019 federal budget are 

sunsetting in March 2021. These investments totalled $25 million per year over two years for three 

programs:  

 the Canada Arts Presentation Fund; 

 the Building Communities through Arts and Heritage program; 

 the Canada Music Fund. 

The Canadian Arts Presenting Association recommends that these two-year investments for the live 

performance sector be extended for at least another three years. 
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A strong domestic market for the live performance sector 

In 2018, CAPACOA and partner associations – via the Canadian Arts Coalition – advocated for an 

increase in funding to the Canada Arts Presentation Fund for performing arts presenters and festivals. 

Our rationale was that strong domestic touring circuits were needed to create synergies with funding for 

creation/production and for creative export.i  

 

This rationale and our recommendation were endorsed by the Standing Committee on Finance in the 

pre-budget reportii:  

Recommendation 75 

Increase funding for the Canada Arts Presentation Fund for performing arts presenters and 

festivals over a three-year period in order to foster a strong domestic market that will serve as a 

launch pad for Canadian performing arts productions on international markets. 

The 2019 federal budget echoed this recommendation. It announced two-year investments for 

“expanding support to artists and cultural events” in:  

 the Canada Arts Presentation Fund (CAPF): $ 16 million over two years; 

 the Building Communities through Arts and Heritage program (BCAH), Local Festivals 

component: $ 14 million over two years; 

 the Canada Music Fund: $ 20 million over two years. 

These three complementary programs support a range of touring and presenting activities – performing 

arts and music – by different kinds of presenting organizations – theatres and performing arts centres, 

festivals, music promoters – in more than 400 Canadian communities, urban and rural. These programs 

(along with the "Circulation and touring" component of the Arts Across Canada program at the Canada 

Council for the Arts) form a comprehensive support framework for activities that enable artists and 

production companies to connect with audiences.  

https://www.budget.gc.ca/2019/docs/plan/chap-04-en.html#Part-2-Support-for-Diversity-Culture-and-the-Arts
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The rationale for these investments hasn’t changed since the 2019 federal budget. If anything, it was 

shored up by the Federal Tourism Growth Strategy. Released in May 2019, the strategy identified the 

CAPF and BCAH as contributors to “Empowering Communities to Develop Tourism Experiences”.iii  

Renewing the investments in a timely fashion 

These investments were long awaited. They can’t be short-lived.  

And their extension has to be announced very soon. 

These programs have few deadlines and fairly long service standards. For example, in the Canada Arts 

Presentation Fund, presenting organizations must apply on April 1st, 2020 for activities which will occur 

after April 1st of the following year. In addition, live performance tours and presentation engagements 

are complex activities that require planning years in advance – and such planning requires predictable 

funding. Unless the funding investments are renewed in the 2020 federal budget, touring and 

presenting activities will be jeopardized and the positive impact of the investments will be lessened. 

Consequently, in order to avoid delays in program delivery and uncertainty for 

stakeholders of the live performance domain, CAPACOA recommends that the 

two-year investments in the Canada Arts Presentation Fund, Building 

Communities through Arts and Heritage and the Canada Music Fund be 

extended for at least another three years, and that this extension be announced 

in the 2020 federal budget. 

This extension will give us time to properly evaluate the impact of the investments, and to assess the 

extent to which the live performance domain has contributed to whole-of-government strategies such 

as diplomacy and trade, tourism growth, and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
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About the Live Performance Domain 

 The live performance domain “includes live performances of theatre, dance, opera, musical 

theatre, orchestras, music groups and artists, circuses, puppetry, and multidisciplinary events 

such as celebrations and festivals. The domain includes promoters and presenters involved with 

live performances, as well as the physical infrastructure used to house these events where these 

are facilities dedicated to live performance such as theatres or concert halls.”iv 

 The live performance domain was made up of 14,100 organizations and businesses (including 

3,100 presenting organizations) in 2017.v 

 The GDP of the live performance domain was $2.8 billion in 2017.vi 

 The live performance domain provided 70,000 jobs to Canadians in 2017.vii 

 International visitors spent $220 million in direct spending for live performance events in 

Canada in 2016. This represents 1.1% of total tourism spending and 6.4% of non-tourism 

commodities (expenses other than travel, accommodation and food). viii 

About CAPACOA 

The Canadian Arts Presenting Association/l'Association canadienne des organismes artistiques 

(CAPACOA) is a national arts service organization for the performing arts touring and presenting 

community.  CAPACOA represents 150 professional for-profit and not-for-profit presenters, festivals, 

presenter networks, artistic companies, agents, managers and other stakeholders working across the 

presenting and touring sector in Canada. Collectively, our network members represent nearly 2000 

professional and volunteer organizations, associations and companies.  CAPACOA’s mission is to 

cultivate a vibrant, healthy and equitable performing arts ecosystem, from artists to audiences. 

                                                           
i
 Canadian Arts Coalition, Written Submission for the Pre-Budget Consultations in Advance of the 2019 Budget, 

2018. 

ii
 Standing Committee on Finance, Cultivating Competitiveness: Helping Canadians Succeed, 2018. 

iii
 Canada, Creating Middle Class Jobs: A Federal Tourism Growth Strategy, 2019. 

For more information on tourism and the live performance domain, you may consult: 

CAPACOA, Tourism, Festivals and Live Performances: Facts, Trends and Opportunities, 2019 

iv
 Statistics Canada, Conceptual Framework for Culture Statistics 2011, p. 41. 

v
 Statistics Canada, Table 33-10-0037-01 Canadian Business Counts, with employees, December 2017; and Statistics 

Canada, Table 33-10-0038-01 Canadian Business Counts, without employees, December 2017. NAICS industry 

categories included in this specific count are consistent with the mapping for the live performance domain in the 

Classification Guide for the Canadian Framework for Culture Statistics 2011. 

vi
 Statistics Canada. Table  36-10-0452-01   Culture and sport indicators by domain and sub-domain, by province 

and territory, product perspective 

vii
 Idem. 

viii
 Statistics Canada, National Tourism Indicators survey no. 1910 and Culture Satellite Account, 2018. 

https://www.ourcommons.ca/Content/Committee/421/FINA/Brief/BR10004788/br-external/CanadianArtsCoalition-e.pdf
http://www.ourcommons.ca/DocumentViewer/en/42-1/FINA/report-27
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/134.nsf/eng/00003.html
https://capacoa.ca/en/services/research-and-development/tourism
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/pub/87-542-x/87-542-x2011001-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3310003701
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3310003801
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/87-542-x/2011002/s02-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3610045201
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/t1/tbl1/en/tv.action?pid=3610045201
http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&SDDS=1910
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/180601/dq180601a-eng.htm

